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Outstanding Rural School District


Everton R-III School District
Everton, Missouri
Everton R-III School District “Home of the Tigers,” is a rural district located in Dade County in Southwest Missouri.  The Everton School District is described as a ‘gem’ when it comes to schools.  Thirty years ago it was a small poor rural district where teachers made low wages, the elementary grades were two to a classroom with one teacher, a dingy aesthetic school atmosphere, and the students pretty well ran the school.  Through the efforts of many including teachers, administrators, the school board, community members and students, the Everton School District has become an outstanding school system.

The Everton R-III district serves approximately 175 students in grades K-12.  In the early days, teacher turnover was huge.  When the state established the minimum salary rule guaranteeing that all first year teachers in Missouri made at least the same basic salary amount, this allowed teachers to be able to afford to remain in the Everton community.  Armed with teachers who wanted to stay and dedicate their teaching careers to the school and community, the Everton district began to evolve to meet the standards of MSIP.  Empowering of teachers to help in the decision making process as well as improved in-service opportunities saw a huge change in teacher performance and improved curriculum and instruction.  Consequently, an educational climate change evolved.  Today the philosophy of the Everton district is driven by the district’s Mission Statement which sets its direction “to graduate all students with the academic, social, and life skills necessary to meet the challenges of an ever changing world.”

With the change in educational climate, the community and a dedicated board of education expanded the efforts of the district to provide a better learning environment for their children.  First, was improvement in facilities, with the addition of a cafeteria, music room and an art room.  In the 90’s an approved bond issue added an elementary wing so all classes would have their own classroom.  More recently a bond issue supported a major remodeling in the older part of the building with new energy efficient heating and air-conditioning, new roofs, updated gym flooring and energy efficient interior and exterior lighting.

The students are outstanding in every way; academically, athletically, and socially. They are truly caring souls that look out for each other.  In 2012, the APR score was 60% and in 2015 that score had risen to 94%.  The graduation rate increased from 85% in 2012 to 100% in 2015.  Students going on to post-secondary jumped from 60% in 2012 to 100% in 2015.  In 2016, 100% of the students in Government - scored Advanced and Proficient and all but one was Advanced and Proficient in English II EOC.  Other high achievement honors have been received in Art, Writing, FFA, Math, Business, and Science at local and state levels.
Everton has made leaps and bounds in providing highly qualified teachers in the classrooms, improving the building climate, survived and bonded through tragedy, but most of all found that it has heart.  A heart that allows each student to be a part, to be encouraged, to succeed to their individual ability, and to know they  have value in a school that cares.  All this is a great testament to the heart of the community, the district board, the administration, staff and students.  Congratulations to the Everton R-III School District for a job well done and your selection as the Outstanding Rural Missouri School District for the 2016-2017 school year.
