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Outstanding Rural Elementary Teacher
Tara Mashburn


Macks Creek R-V School District

Tara Mashburn is a life-long learner, striving to always do what is right by her students.  Now in her 20th year as a valued member of the Macks Creek Elementary School faculty, Tara works tirelessly molding the minds of her young first grade scholars, bringing a wide range of life experiences which she quickly brings to life in an exciting manner.

Mrs. Mashburn has emerged as a teacher-leader within the Macks Creek School District.  She currently serves on the elementary Professional Learning Community (PLC) Leadership Team.  Tara’s role requires her to assist educators building-wide to implement positive change through a concerted focus on improving teaching practices.  Mrs. Mashburn has been instrumental in providing professional development for all teachers relative to this best practice.  Additionally, Mrs. Mashburn serves as team facilitator in her grade-level group, always seeking to improve her own teaching practices while encouraging colleagues as they examine their own.
Mrs. Mashburn’s First Grade class excels with her continual professional learning and belief that ‘every child can succeed’.  It is for this reason that Tara is often-entrusted with students who are in special circumstances, needing extra love, time and support.  She is the best advocate for these children, always striving to ensure success is in their future.
Mrs. Mashburn, a life-long community member of Macks Creek, greatly impacts her students’ lives.  From her innate ability to communicate with children, parents and colleagues, always available to share a kind word, funny story, or experience for those in need of a pick-me up sets her apart and makes it appropriate that we congratulate Tara Mashburn as Missouri’s Outstanding Rural Elementary Teacher for the 2016-2017 school year.
